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April 2022 

A Word from The Chair 

The AGWSD AGM fast approaches.   

Saturday 28th May, Conway Hall, Red Lion 

Square, London 

 

As a quick reminder, the deadline is Saturday 

7th May for sending in your guild’s postal vote 

or for your delegate and observer to register to 

attend the meeting. Your guild secretary has the 

form for attending in person. If you plan to attend 

by zoom, please use the link supplied to your 

guild secretary. 

 

I very much hope that many of you will make the 

journey to Conway Hall.  I have missed that buzz 

of excitement there is when we all get together in 

person, the chat, the catching up and the 

interaction of like minded friends.  Mary Egland 

has all the arrangements in hand, Conway Hall 

has excellent facilities for the zoom aspect, but 

there is nothing like a ‘live’ audience.   

The AGM is the event for putting forward the 

opinions of your guild members, and for asking 

questions. 

 

AGWSD exhibition ‘Coal, Cotton, Canals’ 
3rd – 18th September 2022 

A reminder that the date for submission of work 

for the juried section is 3rd June 2022. The date 

for submission of the non juried 6”/15cm rings, 

‘Still Waters’ is the 19th August. 

Your Guild secretary has the details, and they are 

on the AGWSD website, wsd.org.uk. 

 

AGWSD Website 

The process of updating the AGWSD website has 

begun. The restructuring is to be carried out by a 

web design company but the GPC are very much 

in need of a webmaster who could take on the 

work of making alterations, adding and removing 

information as necessary in the future.   

If you are at all interested, please contact Mary 

England, AGWSD Secretary, 

secretary@wsd.org.uk, giving an idea of your 

experience at using Wordpress.  

Guilds Gathering  

St John’s College, Worcester University,  

17th – 19th June 2022 

The Certificate of Achievement exhibition will be 

open on Saturday 18th June from 4pm until about 

6:30pm and on the morning of 19th June, from 9am 

until 1pm. 

The Graduate Showcase exhibition will be open on 

Friday evening, all day Saturday 18th June, and on 

the morning of Sunday 19th June until 1pm.  The 

graduates will be attending so you will be able to 

talk to them about their work. 

Parking is available, £2 a day, pay by coin or card. 

 

Summer School 2023 
Harper Adams University, 13th – 20th August 2023 

Summer School 2023 may seem a long way off, but 

the plans are taking shape nicely.  The Brochure will 

be out in the Autumn, September we hope and it is 

never too early to start saving up! Whilst we make 

every effort to keep the cost down, (it is remarkably 

good value for money as anyone who has been on 

any similar course will know) it has been necessary 

to increase fees from the 2021 prices.   

The AGWSD has a bursary scheme, and gives a 

number of bursaries for summer school participants 

who may find difficulty in paying the full amount.  

The information will be in the Summer School 

brochure.  Applicant information is kept confidential 

to the AGWSD secretary who receives the 

applications, the GPC awarding subcommittee, 

(usually three GPC members), the convener as they 

have to handle the adjustment to the payment, and to 

the AGWSD Treasurer who has to keep the records. 

AGWSD promotional leaflets 
As the demonstration season is upon us, please email 
Mary secretary@wsd.org.ok if you would like to have 
AGWSD leaflets sent to you, or pick them up at the AGM.  
We are including the 
AGWSD book marks with 
the leaflets. The leaflets 
have a little semi-circular 
cut to hold in place your 
own guild leaflet .  

Please don’t hesitate to contact me, Janet Crowther, 
chair@wsd.org.uk 

https://wsd.org.uk
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Meet the GPC 
 

Jennie Parry 

President of the Association of Guilds of Weavers, Spinners & Dyers 

 

I began weaving early! I was given my first loom, a 12inch Weavemaster, for 

Christmas 1950, and I still have it. Both my parents were creative people, so I 

had a go at many different crafts as I grew up, and particularly loved working 

with thread. Like a good many teenagers I rebelled and pursued music, and was 

rarely to be seen without my violin until I married. Having married an 

orchestral musician and started a young family, I had long evenings on my own 

when he was out working, so I soon became immersed in patchwork, macramé, 

embroidery and ran small evening classes at home.  

 

 

One of the students came with a bag of fleece gleaned off the hedge rows and asked me to find a home for 

it. Oh that smell! It took me straight back to my childhood as my mother spent many hours at her spinning 

wheel. That was ‘it’! For many years I was a very keen spinner, a modest weaver and was a founder 

member of my local guild, Leicestershire, back in1980. I also really enjoyed various embroidery 

techniques and completed my C&G I & II in 1983, and somehow began teaching around the country, 

mainly to different branches of The Embroiderers’ Guild. 

 

Again, a chance happening changed my life. I saw an article about Catherine Martin in the July/August 

issue of Crafts 1984, about her amazing 4 year apprenticeship at the Domyo School of Braiding in Japan. 

Not only were the braids really stunning and with great potential to use within my embroidery, but, it was 

obvious from the photograph of her working at her marudai with the weighted wooden bobbins, that the 

process was also magical. A year later I was invited to join a class she was teaching, and the rest is 

history. Braid making has changed my life, and taken 

over!! I use all 5 of the traditional Japanese pieces of 

equipment for Kumihimo (the Japanese collective word for 

braids) as well as enjoying my inkle looms. 

 

My mother and I used to go to meetings of the London 

Guild until we moved to Thaxted in 1961, and I met a great 

many very well known practitioners. Later, I met them 

again, through the Association and at Guild Meetings, and 

have been a member for over 40 years. I’ve had work 

rejected, selected and not hung, and also selected for the 

National Exhibitions. 

 

I was totally amazed to be asked in 2019 to be President, 

but am really enjoying the opportunity to support and help 

promote the work of the Association and the Guilds; and, 

of course, meeting you, the members. 



Stuart Groom Memorial Library: Gift 
from Alison Morton Book Collection 

 
Many members will be aware of the work of Alison 
Morton, weaver, who was an expert in spinning flax to 
create linen products. Alison passed away last year 
sadly and donated all her books and equipment to the 
Theo Moorman Trust. The trustees heard about the 
Stuart Groom Memorial Library and asked if we would 
like some of her books. We were pleased to have 
books gifted to us. Each book has a name plate so we 
will remember the contribution she made to our crafts. 
 
Work on cataloguing the books is continuing and we 
expect completion of this process in the next month. 
Once we are ready to open the library, we will post 
details of the library operation through this newsletter 
and through the WIP. Guild members will be invited to 
apply for library cards. Watch this space. 
 
Janet Maher, Vice-Chair AGWSD 

Accreditation of the Foundation 
Certificate in Spinning 

 
We are delighted that the Textile Institute has 
given the Foundation Certificate in Spinning the 
award of an approved course with credit. All 
students completing the certificate will be 
awarded 15 credits at level one, credits which 
can accumulate with other courses recognised by 
the Textile Institute.  
 
As the other Foundation Certificates evolve, we 
will put them forward for approved course status. 
The Textile Institute were keen to see this kind of 
distance learning and to see the hand craft skills 
that can be achieved. 
 
For further information on this Foundation 
Certificate contact Janet Maher, Foundation 
Certificate Coordinator 
foundationspin@wsd.org.uk 
 

Help Needed 
The GPC have put together a working party to look at the Association‟s „house style‟…..anyone 
with graphic design skills who would be available and interested in helping please contact Janet 
Crowther chair@wsd.org.uk 

Heritage Skills Student Placements 2022 
 
Whitchurch Silk Mill are pleased to offer three 6-week 
Heritage Weaving Placements, 21st June to 29th July 
2022. 
 
The National Lottery Heritage Fund Preserving the Fabric project has funded the 
restoration and major improvements to Whitchurch Silk Mill, a Grade Two* listed Georgian 
watermill on the banks of the River Test in rural Hampshire. 
We are now inviting applications from those studying woven textiles or anyone with 
experience or interest in working with textiles to apply for a six-week placement. 
If you are studying woven textiles or are interested in working with textiles, find out more 
about our six-week placements. 
https://whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk/heritage-skills-student-placements-2022/ 
 

Association Badges 
 
The enamel Association badges will be available to purchase at the AGM in London on 28 May. Price £5.  
Badges will also be available at the Guilds Gathering in Worcester. 

mailto:foundationspin@wsd.org.uk
mailto:chair@wsd.org.uk
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Journal News 
 
Journal 282: Summer 2022 - The Flax and Linen Issue 

 

The summer issue is due out in late May and will be a bumper issue focussing on flax and linen. Articles 
include the story of the restoration of a unique damask tablecloth handloom in Northern Ireland and a look 
at Alison Morton‟s work producing distinctive modern handwoven linen. Several articles provide advice on 
spinning line flax and weaving linen. Sustainability is central to the revived interest in flax and linen resulting 
in a number of projects which we have reports on - including the Blackburn project which succeeded in 
growing flax and woad and processing, dyeing and weaving fabric within a year, a community project in 
Huntly, north east Scotland,  and a project to develop small scale machinery to process flax.   
The issue includes reports on the CoA and CATS submissions assessed at Summer School in 2021. 
There are the usual items such as Notebook, Association News, Diary, Exhibition Reviews and Book 
Reviews. 
 

 

The website project 
The Journal Editorial Committee has embarked on a project to improve the functionality of the website - to 
make the processes more efficient and to use our volunteer time more effectively. This means that some of 
the processes such as subscriptions and sales will be automated. It will improve the service for subscribers, 
making it easier to manage your Journal subscription and purchase back copies. After a long process of 
developing the project and selecting a contractor we have accepted a tender from the company that runs 
the Association website. As a result of further discussion with the General Purposes Committee it has been 
decided that it would be beneficial to incorporate the Journal within the Association website which will have 
pages dedicated to the Journal. The work is just beginning and the revised website is due to be available 
later in the summer. More information will be circulated as the project progresses.  
 

 

Contributions for the Journal 
We are always keen to receive items for Guild Highlights (contact highlights@journalwsd.org.uk) and 
Readers‟ Showcase. Guild members are welcome to contribute exhibition reviews, though do contact 
chair@journalwsd.org.uk to check that no one else is doing a review. If you have an idea for an article, 
please contact the relevant editor (spin@journalwsd.org.uk; weave@journalwsd.org.uk; or 
dye@journalwsd.org.uk). 
 

All contributions benefit from high quality photos and the editors can provide some guidelines, but here are 
a few hints: 

 For clear reproduction we need images of at least 2MB, larger if possible (we can only use higher 
resolution images for cover photos). Most smartphones are capable of taking images at a suitable 
resolution, but sometimes are set at a lower resolution so may need the setting changed. 

 Emailing images can result in automatic reduction in the size of the photo - it may be possible to 
change this setting or send the file/s via Dropbox, WeTransfer.com or a similar file transfer service. 

 Don‟t edit images yourself - send the original image as a .jpg and the Journal designer will do any 
necessary editing. Don‟t embed images in the text. 

 Always ask permission if photographing people or someone else‟s work or taking photos in a 
gallery.  

 When sending images provide captions and photo credit (who took the photo). 

 If photographing in a gallery it is usually best to use ambient light as flash can distort colour. 

 Photographing exhibition items in glass cases is difficult due to reflections - putting the camera lens 
against the glass can help to cut out reflections. 

 Take several images as this gives the designer the opportunity to select the most appropriate ones. 

 Photos remain the copyright of the originator, but the Journal has the right to re-use them with the 
appropriate credit. 

 

mailto:highlights@journalwsd.org.uk
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Journal News Continued 

 

Vacancies 

The Journal Editorial Committee still has vacancies for a number of posts: Exhibition Reviews Editor, 
Notebook Editor and Social Media Manager. A short term role for a volunteer with marketing skills is 
also available. 
 

Katie Weston, who is stepping down from managing the Journal Twitter & Instagram accounts writes:  “This 
is an extremely rewarding role that brings you into contact with the very best textile practitioners around the 
world. It requires a basic working knowledge of social media, and general computer literacy, but the joy of 
this role is that you can adapt it to suit your own strengths and skills. It‟s possible to advance schedule most 
items, so this is definitely a role that can fit in around your life. Use of social media and curation of a 
volunteer account like The Journal is a great skill to acquire, and would certainly be something that would 
look good on a CV, and gives you great transferable skills to apply to other positions.” 

 

Working with the Journal committee is rewarding - the end result is a high quality publication, but you will 
need to be prepared to meet deadlines. The committee meets four times per year; currently the majority of 
meetings are via Zoom but we aim to meet face-to-face at least once a year in London. Travel and 
incidental expenses are reimbursed. You will need basic computer skills but guidance is available for 
specific roles. You would be part of a lively, knowledgeable and committed team. 
 

Please contact Hilary Miller (chair@journalwsd.org.uk ) to discuss any of these roles. 

 

Marketing Opportunity 

There is also an opportunity for someone with appropriate skills to help with marketing. This is a short term 
role and the volunteer would work with the Advertising Manager to help to put together a Journal marketing 

plan. Please contact Carolyn Griffiths ads@journalwsd.org.uk 

 

The AGWSD National Exhibition - Coal, Cotton and Canals 

Leigh Spinners Mill 
3 September - 18 September 2022  
 
I am looking forward to seeing everything that guild members are making. 
Entries for Selection:   
Remember to get your Entries for Selection in well before 3 June 2022 and give the entries to your Guild 
secretaries in good time, together with your entry fee of £5.   
Fill in Form A: Entry to Selected Section. Attach photos and the all-important ‘feelie’ piece.  
Guild Secretaries will fill in Form B: Guild Summary Form to accompany entries for the Selected Section 
from Guild members. The Guild Secretaries will send all the entries to arrive by 3 June 2022.  
 
Open Section:   
I hope you are making for the non-juried section; it is entitled “Still Waters” and is to be in 6 inch/15cm 
rings. All work sent in this section will be exhibited.  
The Exhibition Committee will need to know by 8 July 2022 how many rings are being sent by each 
guild. The open section rings are to arrive between 15 and 19 August 2022. 
 
Volunteers to help with all aspects of the exhibition are still needed.  
Guilds who are planning to sit at the exhibition please book your date!  
Please contact me, Jane White exhibition@wsd.org.uk  

mailto:chair@journalwsd.org.uk
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Speakers List Update  
 

2022 Review 
The Speaker’s list has just undergone its annual review. This involved contacting every 
speaker and asking them to review their listing to ensure it was still up to date. They 
were also invited to list those Guilds they had visited, virtually or in person, over the 
past 2 years.  
Both the online listing as well as the printable version on the WIP, have now been 
brought up to date. If your Guild relies on just the printed version, you will need to 
ensure the new one is downloaded and printed off. 
One of the most striking things that emerges from the review is the increase in 
speakers delivering talks, workshops and demonstrations via virtual means.  
Katie Weston has carried out five workshops, eight talks and one demonstration using 
Zoom over the past 15 months! She has presented virtually to Guilds the length and 
breadth of the country. She says “every guild that has done a session has commented 
on how much they enjoyed it and how worthwhile they found it. Guilds that seem to 
have embraced online activities seem to be thriving.” One of the members 
experiencing an online event says “This was my first virtual workshop and I really 
enjoyed it.  I found it to be relaxed but well paced”.  
The opportunities presented using virtual tools such as Zoom, are many: costs are 
lower, access to expertise is increased and Guild members unable to attend meetings 
can still feel part of the group. Zoom meetings allow speakers and workshop tutors to 
present to individuals in their own homes but also to groups, ensuring that the social 
side of the activity is still maintained. 
Other highlights from the review include: 

Mary Cleaton & Jane Hunt are new entrants to the list. Highly recommended by 
Wiltshire Guild, they are intent on reviving interest in distaff spinning. They offer 
face-to-face and virtual talks as well as face-to-face workshops. 

Chris Carr, a social historian with an interest in traditional dyeing methods, has 
added a new talk on Costume, Colour & Cachet in Medieval England. 

Rita Parniczky, like many of our speakers, uses social media which provides an 
excellent way to get insights into what they do. You can find her on Instagram at 
https://www.instagram.com/rita_parniczky.  

 
The latest, searchable Speakers List can be found online at https://www.wsd.org.uk/
speakers-list using your Guild’s login or if you prefer the print-based/fully searchable 
PDF version it can still be found, without any password, on the WIP at https://
wipagwsd.wordpress.com/contents/speakers-list. If you have any problems, then 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me. 

Matty Smith 
speakerslist@wsd.org.uk  

https://www.instagram.com/rita_parniczky
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Tynedale Guild Spinners Gathering 

Saturday May 21st 2022 10am-4pm 

Stocksfield Community Centre, Northumberland.  

 

A very warm welcome to all visitors including from 
other WSD guilds and non-members. 

 

Plenty of stash enhancement opportunities for all 
your fibre related needs. Confirmed traders include: 

Adelaide Walker 

Benridge Woolworks fibre mill 

Les Smith, wood turner (spinning & weaving equip.) 

Natural Born Dyers (naturally dyed yarn & fibre) 

Quilted bags & notions. 

Cakes, bacon sandwiches and light refreshments 
available to buy. Tombola stall with goodies to win. 

 

Travel by train – the Community Centre is 2 mins walk 
opposite Stocksfield train station on the Newcastle to 
Carlisle line. Trains normally run every hour. 

Travel by car – postcode NE43 7HL for satnav. Just off 
the A695 (Prudhoe to Hexham road) which can be 
reached from the A69 & A68. Parking in Stocksfield 
train station car park. 

Travel by bus – Bus no. 10 (Hexham – Newcastle) 
stops 1 min walk away. 

 

Admission charge -free to members of Tynedale WSD 
guild, £2 all other visitors 

Contact 
 
If you have an item for inclusion in the next monthly newsletter, please sent to: newsletter@wsd.org.uk. All news 
received by 20th of each month will be considered for that month‟s edition. 
 
Association Website: https://www.wsd.org.uk/ Web Information Point (WIP): https://wipagwsd.wordpress.com/ 
 
If you have an event/exhibition for inclusion in the next issue of The Journal, check page 3 of the Journal for print 
deadlines and send to: diary@journalwsd.org.uk  If you miss the deadline your copy could still be included in the 
Diary on the Journal website. 

Events and Exhibitions 

Spirit-Process-Hands 

London Guild of Weavers, Spinner and Dyers - Speaker 
Fuyuko Matsubar 14th May at 2.00 pm  

 Fuyuko will present her inspirations and development 
of weaving and silk painting as art works. 
The talk will cover her Japanese cultural background, 
educational background in both Japan and the U.S., 
symbolism, development of concepts and techniques 
of combinations of warp painting and weft painting. 

https://www.fmartworks.com 

Tickets for non members are available on Eventbrite 
both for the day and for the recording, which will be 
available for a month following the talk. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fuyuko-matsubara-
spirit-process-hands-tickets-322635821427 

 

The Braintree Textiles Fair 
Sunday 15th May 
This year the fair has been inspired by the exhibition 
The Art of Friendship at Braintree Museum which 
explores and celebrates the friendship and creativity 
of textile designer Marianne Straub and artist Denise 
Hoyle during the 1950s to 1970s, uniting their work 
for the first time  
https://www.warnertextilearchive.co.uk/whats-on/
textile-fair/ 

Hanging by a thread  
The Triennial exhibition of work by members of the Cambridgeshire Guild of Weavers, Spinners & Dyers.  
Grantchester Village Hall, CB3 9NG  
28-29 May 2022 10am-4pm both days  
Hand-woven fabrics, scarves, tapestries, rugs, wall-hangings, braids, spun and dyed yarn and much more 
will be on display. Teas, coffees and home-made cakes can be purchased alongside traditional dye plants, 
greetings cards, etc. Find us on Twitter: @CambsGWSD, on Facebook, or at: cambsguildwsd.org.uk 
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