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News from The Chair 

The AGWSD AGM is upon us. I am looking 
forward to meeting those that have made the 
trip to London, and to seeing those that are 
zooming. 

An AGM is like a New Year, taking stock and 
moving forward. We will be welcoming new 
members of the GPC and JEC. Should you feel 
that you would be interested in joining, it is 
never too early to offer. As with everything in the 
world, the GPC and JEC are very much into the 
world of technology. I have learned so much in 
the past two years, virtual meetings were a bit of 
a no go area for me. But, I am a convert, though 
it has taken some learning and adjusting. So 
much of the business of the AGWSD is now 
undertaken via zoom, those of you that attend 
the Area Links meetings will know, it is a 
wonderful tool. You do not have to be that 
knowledgeable, just be willing to learn and to 
join with a wonderful group of committed 
volunteers. 

 

AGWSD exhibition ‘Coal, Cotton, Canals’, 3rd – 
18th September 2022 

The date for submissions is also upon us, 3rd 
June 2022 for selected pieces, the date for 
submission for the non juried 6inch rings, ‘Still 
Waters’ is the 19th August. 

I hear that there are many submission envelopes 
dropping through Ann’s letter box, all very 
exciting. 

AGWSD Website 

We have had the first GPC working party meeting 
to discuss the future AGWSD website. There is a 
planned timescale for working through all the 
parts that will have to be in place before we can 
have the new website launch. Maybe the launch 
will be at the AGM next year. 

If you have any comments to make, about the 
website as it is now and the features you would 
like to see, please do let me know. 

The AGWSD National Exhibition,  
'Coal, Cotton and Canals' 
Leigh Spinners Mill 
3 September - 18 September 2022  
 
The 3 June 2022 is approaching fast now, give your entries 
to your guild secretary as soon as you can. 
Entries for Selection:   
Fill in Form A: Entry to Selected Section. Attach photos and 
the all-important feelie piece, together with your entry 
fee of £5. 
Guild Secretaries will fill in Form B: Guild Summary Form 
to accompany entries for the Selected Section from Guild 
members. The Guild Secretaries will send all the entries to 
arrive by 3 June 2022. 
By 1 July 2022 Guild Secretaries and successful entrants 
will be notified about items selected for the exhibition. 
Non-selected photos and samples will be returned if SAE’s 
are provided.  
Open Section:   
The non-juried section is entitled “Still Waters” and is to 
be in 6 inch rings and must include some element of 
weaving, spinning or dyeing. All work sent in this section 
will be exhibited. 
The Exhibition Committee will need to know by 8 July 
2022 how many rings are being sent by each guild.  By the 
end of July guilds will need to have collected the rings, 
with the entry fee of £5 for each ring. The open section 
rings are to arrive between 15 and 19 August 2022. 
Volunteers to help with all aspects of the exhibition are 
still needed. Guilds who are planning to steward the 
exhibition as a group please book your date!  
Please contact Jane White exhibition@wsd.org.uk  Please feel free to drop me a line 

Janet Crowther chair@wsd.org.uk 

Guilds Gathering - Exhibitions 

If you are in the area of the Guilds Gathering, St 
John’s College, Worcester University, 17th – 19th 
June, please do pop in to see the Certificate of 
Achievement exhibition which will be open Saturday 
18th June from 4:00pm until about 6:30pm and Sun-
day morning, 19th June, from 9:00 am until 12:30pm 

This is the second Graduate Showcase exhibition the 
AGWSD are hosting; it will be open Friday evening, 
all day Saturday 18th June, and on Sunday 19th June 
in the morning until 1:00 pm. The graduates will be 
attending so you will be able to talk to them about 
their work. 

Parking is available, £2 a day, pay by coin or card. 

mailto:exhibition@wsd.org.uk
mailto:chair@wsd.org.uk


Focus on - Scotland, Northern Ireland and Others 
 
There’s no doubt that in geographical terms this area of the AGWSD is a very large one often with great distances, 

both land and sea, between and within individual guilds areas.  As well as twelve Scottish Guilds I represent the 

Ulster Guild and the Online Guild. These fourteen guilds continue to enjoy and promote our crafts and despite the 

limitations of infrastructure in some instances, have embraced technology where appropriate during these recent 

difficult times.  

 

 Fyne Spinners Weavers and Dyers  
The newest of the Scottish guilds, the Fyne Spinners grew out of a community initiative based around Robert the 
Bruce’s tower house at Tarbert, overlooking Loch Fyne. 

When the castle passed into community ownership in 1995 a flock of Hebridean and Soay sheep was introduced 
to keep the grass down. Around the same time a small group of locals met, who could already spin, and began 
teaching others the craft. Soon after this the “Fyne Spinners” was formed. Equipment was purchased through the 
Tarbert Conservation Initiative, and other grants in order to card and spin the fleece.    
In 2021 our group decided to form a committee and formally join the AGWSD.  
 
{From the Editor - Read the full story behind the formation of the Fyne Spinners in the next edition} 

 

Dumfries and Galloway Guild 

The triennial exhibition at Gracefield Arts Centre, Dumfries was postponed from 2021, and was held from 2nd April 

until 7th May 2022. This exhibition is a collaborative effort between Dumfries and Galloway Guild of Spinners 

Weavers and Dyers, Solway Quilters, and Textiles and Embroidery Dumfries.  Each group has a gallery for display, 

and also runs a raffle for group funds.  The work on display was spectacular in all areas.  Our Guild does encourage 

new spinners or weavers or dyers to put their work into our exhibition.  It encourages visitors to say ‘I’d like to try 

that’, rather than ‘Ooh, I couldn’t possibly do that!’ and we always gain new members. 

Numbers of visitors were well down on previous shows, but with Covid still around, that was to be expected.  The 

virus also played havoc with stewarding schedules! We hope to see you in 2025 in Dumfries. 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wonderful colours from the Triennial Exhibition 
 

 

  Highland Guild operates in the largest and most northerly area of mainland Britain covering everything to the 
north and west of Argyll, Perthshire, Moray and Aberdeenshire. We also have members from Skye and Orkney, as 
well as a handful of members from further afield . This large but sparsely populated area is not well served by the 
road or rail network which presents many quite unique difficulties for our members. Our meetings take place in 
the small town of Strathpeffer in Ross-shire, and some of our members have to travel over 100 miles to get there, 
taking well over 2 hours and being particularly challenging in winter. 
Despite these difficulties, we are delighted to be a successful and thriving guild with over 80 members currently 
on our list. We have always had a well attended programme of monthly meetings for the whole guild, with several 
smaller regional groups meeting once or twice a month for open spinning or weaving and socialising. As with 
everyone, Covid brought an abrupt halt to all our meetings. The need to hold our AGM prompted the committee 
to acquire a zoom license and our first meetings after lock-down were in the autumn to enable us to hold the 
AGM which was done over two zoom meetings, e-mail and the postal service. 



We soon realised the potential of zoom to keep the guild functioning for the rest of the period of lock-downs and 
restrictions on numbers, with a programme of monthly Saturday morning talks or simple workshops, followed by 
open craft and chat usually incorporating a show and tell in the afternoons. Zoom gave us an opportunity to arrange 
talks from speakers which would not otherwise have been feasible, notable among these was the morning we spent 
being shown around the workshop of Johnny Shiels, traditional spinning wheel craftsman from Donegal. 
The regional groups were encouraged to resume and any guild member is free to request the use of the zoom room 
for personal meetings provided that they are to do with our core crafts and include at least some guild members. 
In order to provide more contact between our members, we also began a “Special Interest” group for each of our 
core crafts, meeting on the other three Saturdays in the month, spinning and weaving are monthly while the dyers 
meets quarterly, again on zoom. All our committee meetings now take place on zoom, which is a big saving on travel 
expenses for the guild and travel time for our committee members who live on the north coast, and the Isle of Skye.  
The zoom programme was so successful that we have been asked to consider holding zoom talks for the January and 
February meetings, which are the worst months for travel with frequent storms across our area and few daylight 
hours. We have had to cancel meetings due to extreme weather conditions in these months in past years. 
Sadly, we have very poor broadband coverage across some parts of Highland which means zoom is not an option for 
everyone, and we are delighted to have been able to resume our regular meetings in Strathpeffer, but the additional 
zoom meetings are continuing and the groups are thriving. Zoom has done far more for us than just be a lifeline to 
get us through Covid, it has given us a good way to solve some of our worst logistics problems, as well as enabling 
more opportunities for our crafters to share skills and knowledge outwith the monthly workshops. 
Ann Johnston 
   

 Wigtownshire Guild Open Day 
In 2018 the Wigtownshire Guild held a very successful ‘Open Day’ exhibition at the County Buildings in Wigtown. It 
was decided to repeat the exercise in April 2020.  The hall was reserved and the room hire charge paid in advance.  
In 2019 we started to plan another hopefully successful day to showcase the work of the Guild.  Plans were well 
advanced and then at the beginning of 2020 the Covid pandemic happened and all the planned events and our lives 
were put on hold and a previously unimagined two years ensued for us all. 
On 23rd of April 2022 we were able to hold our ‘Open Day’ as it had been planned two years earlier.  On the day we 
had a display of tools of the trade, carders, drop spindles, wool winders etc. A display of various fibres with examples 
of fleece from local breeds both dyed and natural coloured were included. Some plant fibres were also on show to 
add further interest.   A variety of spun fibres and finished items created a further talking point.   
There were demonstrations of Spinning, Weaving, an Inkle loom and Kumihimo braiding.  We also offered visitors 
the opportunity to ‘have a go’ at drop spindling and weaving on a card which prove popular. 
A raffle for a set of 4 hand-woven table mats (made for the 2020 exhibition) raised money for the Ukrainian appeal. 
 Serving tea and coffee and home baking provided an added attraction. 
The day enabled us to meet some 78 visitors and showcase the work of the Guild and share some of the aspects of 
the crafts that we enjoy. The hard work of the members of the Wigtownshire Guild who gave their time and 
enthusiasm ensured the success of our Open Day. The recruitment on the day of three new members proved what a 
success we had. 
Loraine Baxter 
Secretary, Wigtownshire Guild of Spinners, Weavers and Dyers 

  

 Edinburgh Guild 
Like other guilds we had to come to terms with the impact of Covid 19 on guild activities but, in doing so, we 
discovered it also provided us with some unexpected opportunities. To enable members to keep in touch with one 
another we introduced a regular newsletter which was  circulated by email at about the time of our monthly meeting 
and was also published on the Guild website (www.ewsd.org.uk).  This has been such a success that we are 
continuing to produce it even though in person meetings are now being held once again.  
We also decided to organise monthly zoom events and enjoyed a wide variety of stimulating talks from speakers in 
different parts of the UK, and indeed the world, which would have been impossible without the opportunity 
provided by using the internet. Valerie James of Artisans Beyond Borders in Tucson, Arizona talked to us about the 
inspiring work the group is doing helping asylum seekers on the US/Mexican border by supporting them in the 
creation of their traditional embroidered mantas . Have a look at the Etsy shop, Bordando Esperanza, developed 
by the group.   

http://www.ewsd.org.uk


At last it seems we are getting back to some sort of normality! After having to cancel a Braiding Workshop with 
Marie Henderson in March 2020 we were finally able to reorganise it a full two years 
later in March 2022.  Below is a picture of one of the colourful braids being woven.  

 
Another picture from a recent meeting. As weavers are not 

able to bring what they are working on  
to meetings members decided to bring examples of 

completed work to a meeting for a discussion of  
weaving patterns and setts.  

 
A highlight of the Edinburgh Guild year has for many years been its annual Broughton 
Gathering which is enjoyed by members of Guilds from throughout southern Scotland. It was 
last held in August 2019 and we are finally hoping that it can once again take place in 2023.  
  

 
 

The Ulster Guild resumed in-person meetings in September 2021 with a show-and-tell catch up and the evening was 
fine enough to sit out in the courtyard with our wheels. A number of our regular members have been reluctant to 
come out to meetings, but thankfully a number of new members have become regular attendees. 
We rely quite heavily on the expertise of our members for our workshops and talks and this year they didn’t 
disappoint with a yarn and wheel surgery, an illustrated talk on the history of linen in Belfast and a session on 
crochet flowers enthralling all. 
The highlight for me this year was just seeing friends old and new, gathered together again around our shared 
passion for textiles. 

 The Online Guild  
The Guild is unique in that it conducts all its business online and has a worldwide membership. The programme 
consists of a series of workshops and talks  of which 95% are led by Guild members. The workshops and talks 
remain online and are accessible by members. By this way members need never miss a workshop or talk because 
they were away when it was held or were unable to follow the proceedings due to another reason. 
The Guild celebrates it's 20th birthday this month and is celebrating the event with a special challenge based on the 
number 20 or on any colour or item connected with a 20th anniversary. 
Also there is a special exchange project this year similar to one that was held in the Guild's first year of existence. 
Members are invited to take part in a friendship cushion exchange. This will involve participants constructing nine 
4" squares. One will be retained by the make and the remaining 8 will be sent to  one of two collecting points - one 
in the UK for members in the UK and Europe and the other in the US for members in North America. When all the 
squares have been collected in there will be an exchange of some of them between the UK and the US. Thus it is 
hoped that participants will receive back 8 squares from all over the world and be able to join them all together to 
make a cushion front. 
Margaret Parker 
Convenor, Online Guild 

Children in Need 
Congratulations must go to Pene Blogg of the Dorset 
Guild, who won the BBC Countryfile bobble hat for 
Children in Need competition.  
Pene is a member of the GPC, the Area Link for the  
and South West and coordinator of the Foundation 
Certificate in Spinning. 



Speakers List Update  

For many Guilds, especially those with small memberships, the costs of bringing in a speaker can be 
prohibitive. One way to address this might be through sharing a speaker with either another co-located 
Guild or similar organisation (Women’s Institute, Townswomen’s Guild, Craft Associations).  It would also 
be an opportunity to widen participation in Guild activities and to increase membership – what I think is 
called a ‘win-win’ situation. 
This month I am highlighting two very different groups of speakers either of whom might interest your 
members. Firstly. Here are five speakers who focus on the historic aspects of textiles: 
Carey Fleiner: Roman Textiles, Chrissie Freeth: medieval tapestry, Penelope Hemmingway: British 
textile history & folklore, Chris Carr: Social history and dyeing techniques, Mary Cleaton & Jane Hunt: 
the ancient technology of distaff spinning. 
By contrast, here are another group of speakers who have innovation and textiles futures as their focus: 
Laura Thomas: unconventional textiles for contemporary spaces, Anna Champney: innovation in design 
and unique textiles, Louise Cottey: designing and weaving unique textiles, Sue Hiley Harris: sculptor 
weaver, Veronika Kapsali: textile technology, futures and biomimetic design. 
 
The latest, searchable Speakers List can be found online at https://www.wsd.org.uk/speakers-list using 
your Guild’s login or if you prefer the print-based/fully searchable PDF version it can still be found, 
without any password, on the WIP at https://wipagwsd.wordpress.com/contents/speakers-list. If you 
have any problems, then please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me. 
 
Matty Smith  
speakerslist@wsd.org.uk   

Contact 
If you have an item for inclusion in the next monthly newsletter, please sent to: newsletter@wsd.org.uk. All news 
received by 20th of each month will be considered for that month’s edition. 
 
Association Website: https://www.wsd.org.uk/ Web Information Point (WIP): https://wipagwsd.wordpress.com/ 
 
If you have an event/exhibition for inclusion in the next issue of The Journal, check page 3 of the Journal for print 
deadlines and send to: diary@journalwsd.org.uk  If you miss the deadline your copy could still be included in the 
Diary on the Journal website. 

Made with Wool  
This project builds on the work done to understand the current state and potential for the wool industry in Gwyn-
edd. The research brought together individuals from a range of professions and backgrounds including producers, 
manufacturers, researchers, and buyers. 
A key part of the project is to grow a network of stakeholders from the Welsh wool industry, across the supply 
chain - a Cluster Group. As part of the cluster group you would be updated on the project, networking events, 
webinars and workshops that we will run throughout the projects lifespan.  
Please see link below to join the cluster, we would love to get as many people as possible involved in this project 
so that we can steer it in the right direction.  
  

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=847zNnlo-E2m0Dz5KX8G-

EaEZEMVj09MqN8OWLIB3PVURjQxREU1VFROMjBWMUs2Q1dBU1IwWkM0OC4u 

Invitation from London Guild 
Katie Allen from Loopy Ewes in Gloucester is coming to speak to us at the Carmelita Centre in Vauxhall, SE11 5JT on 
Saturday 11th June at 2.00pm.  The talk is entitled From Flock to Shop: Exploring a Regenerative Fashion Sys-
tem.  She will be sharing her journey to connect more people with the reality that clothes come from farming just 
like food.  Her garments are entirely grown, spun and artisan made from her flock of native breed sheep. 
There are a limited number of tickets for non-Guild members on Eventbrite.  We are compliant with all re-
quired  Covid health and safety measures. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/loopy-ewes-from-flock-to-shop-exploring-a-regenerative-fashion-system-tickets-348806067337  
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