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News from The Chair 

The month since the last edition has seen four very 
successful AGWSD events; the AGM, the Guilds 
Gathering, the Certificate of Achievement 
assessments and the Graduate Showcase.  These all 
involved much work and planning.  As those who 
were able to visit any of these will have seen. 
 

The AGM at Conway Hall, London, was a first for the 
AGWSD as the meeting was a hybrid, in person, on 
Zoom and a postal vote.  It was so good to see those 
that had made the journey to London and those on 
zoom.  We were extremely lucky that three IT experts 
were on hand to set up all the equipment and ensure 
that it worked all meeting.  We also had the expertise 
of Mary England AGWSD Secretary and Andrea Easey, 
GPC, who kept the voting in hand.  Thanks to them 
all. 
There was a presentation about the Foundation 
Certificate by Janet Maher and a presentation about 
the Certificate of Achievement by Janet Crowther.  
Janet Maher foundation@wsd.org.uk and Janet 
Crowther certificate@wsd.org.uk, are both very 
willing to talk to guilds about the certificates, in 
person or by zoom.   
 

The Guilds Gathering in Worcester last weekend, was 
a colourful joy, with inspirational lectures, and two 
workshops.  Those who were there enjoyed the 
excellent campus (students these days seem to have 
luxury accommodation), good food and really helpful 
staff.  A huge thank you to Kate Batchelor convenor 
and all those who helped her.  It was long awaited, 
having been postponed from 2020, and well worth 
the wait. 
 

The Graduate Showcase was held during the Guilds 
Gathering weekend.  Jennie Parry AGWSD President, 
searches out the very best of the graduates she can 
find for the Graduate Showcase.  The AGWSD was 
delighted to be able to support the graduates by 
holding the Graduate Showcase in 2022. 

There were four graduates: Ruth Petersen,  BA Hons 
Textiles Knit Weave and Mixed Media (1st class) 
Carmarthen, presently studying MA Contemporary 
Dialogues, Textiles at Swansea School of Art UWTSD; 
Marcia B John, BA Hons degree in Textile Design for 
Fashion and Interiors, Farnham; Evie Crawshaw, BA Hons 
Textile Design (1st class), Falmouth and Nancy Frail, BA 
Hons in Textile design – specialising in Weave (1st class) 
Falmouth. 
 
Their work was so inspiring.  They were delightful and 
talked of their experiences at university and how they 
were making their way in the world of work, with the 
exception of Ruth, who is continuing her studies.  I was 
envious of them setting out on their textile adventures, 
so much awaits them.  The connection I love is that the 
AGWSD has held summer schools at Falmouth, 
Carmarthen and Farnham.  It was interesting to see that 
the universities all had a different take on the approach 
to textiles, something I had never considered.  I wonder 
if those applying really understand the differences, which 
ranged from very experimental to the more formal 
sample weaving. 
 
The AGWSD Certificate of Achievement assessments 
were held at the Guilds Gathering weekend.  It was hard 
work all round, for those putting up their work ready for 
assessment and for the assessors as it is a very rigorous 
process taking nearly two days, particularly as the 
weather was exceptionally hot.  Congratulations to Ada 
Grant from Highland Guild who achieved a credit in 
Natural Dyeing; Gethin McBean, Irish Guild, who was 
awarded a distinction in Weaving and Sadie Paige, 
Highland Guild, awarded a distinction in Tapestry 
Weaving.  Congratulations to them all. 
 

The next AGWSD event is the National Exhibition at Leigh 
Spinners Mill in September.  I hear that a wondrous 
range of items has been selected.  Your guild secretary 
will be asking you about the non selected 6 inch rings.  
Start planning your visit; it will be well worth it. 
 
Janet Crowther  AGWSD Chair 

Please feel free to contact me, Janet Crowther, chair@wsd.org.uk 
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The AGWSD National Exhibition 'Coal, Cotton and Canals' 
Leigh Spinners Mill, 3 - 18 September 2022  
 

Time for the Open Section:   
The non-juried section is entitled “Still Waters” and is to be in 6-inch rings and must include some element 
of weaving, spinning or dyeing. All work sent in this section will be exhibited. 
The Exhibition Committee will need to know by 8 July 2022 how many rings are being sent by each guild.  By 
the end of July guilds will need to have collected the rings, with the entry fee of £5 for each ring. The open 
section rings are to arrive between 15 and 19 August 2022. 
Volunteers  
Volunteers are still needed to help with all aspects of the exhibition. Help is needed to set up the exhibition: 
- unwrapping items (incl. keeping & labelling wrapping), helping to hang the exhibition pieces, and setting up 
displays. 
Across the time of the exhibition, we need someone to organise the volunteers.  
During the exhibition weeks we will need volunteers to steward, hand out leaflets, demonstrate, organise 
mill tours, talk to visitors. If you can steward for a morning, an afternoon or all day that would be helpful and 
more than one day would be very helpful!  
Guilds who are planning to steward the exhibition as a group please book your date! 
 
Any help would be very much appreciated.  
Please contact Jane White exhibition@wsd.org.uk  

Graduates at the Guilds Gathering  
We have all had an inspiring weekend exhibiting our work at the Graduate Showcase and talking with the 
guild members about the ideas and processes behind our final collections. Three of us, Evie, Marcia and 
Nancy, met Jennie Parry when we graduated in 2019 at New Designers in London and were invited to 
exhibit at the Guilds Gathering the following summer, which was postponed due to Covid. Jennie then 
attended the online Graduate Showcase presented by The Loom Shed in the summer of 2021 where she 
came across Ruth’s work and invited her to exhibit with us.  
After graduating we have all followed different paths, and for some it has been hard to keep up with a 
textiles practice. This weekend was the inspirational, creative atmosphere we needed to set aside some 
time for our own practice. Margo Selby gave a wonderful talk reminding us that nothing happens overnight 
and it takes commitment, resilience and an ability to take risks to build up a sustainable business practice. 
The following talk, by Dr Susan Kay-Williams, was amusing and enlightening, focusing on the history of 
colour through dyes. Caroline Nixon’s talk reminded Nancy of her love of natural dying, and she has already 
eyed up the plants in her garden she can use for some experimentation! She will also be able to adapt the 
techniques and teach them to some of her students; natural dyeing would be a fantastic skill for them to 
develop. After the gala dinner Daniel Harris’s honest and refreshing talk on the weaving industry 
demonstrated the importance of adaptation and modernisation within the field, whilst still passing on its 
wonderfully rich history.  
Exhibiting at the graduate showcase has provided us with the opportunity to network with members from 
other Guilds. The many weavers who shared nuggets of technical knowledge, spinners giving insight into 
spinning with undyed coloured wool, then using it to crochet garments, along with colourists who are willing 
to create mini dye sessions using natural dyes.  
It also allowed us to have extra insight into our weaving journeys, to share our stories of weaving with a 
wide variety of materials, natural and otherwise, and the preparation processes used for getting those 
materials ready for weaving, which is a little more lengthy than simply preparing a bobbin for the shuttle. 
We thoroughly enjoyed our opportunity to exhibit our work for the Guilds Gathering, not only for the 
organised experiences of the event itself but also the opportunity to meet and discuss with each other our 
own practice and the pathways we are following. It has been a very full event of knowledge sharing, packed 
with interest and creativity. Evie Crawshaw, Marcia B John, Nancy Frail and Ruth Petersen 
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Journal News 

 

Issue 282: Summer 2022 - The Linen Issue 
 

The summer issue focusing on flax and linen has proved popular. Riitta Sinkkonen Davies provides an 
introduction to spinning line flax and Cath Snape tells us how she came to appreciate spinning flax as a 
result of receiving a flax strick from Berta’s Flax project. For weavers, Stacey Harvey-Brown has collated 
useful tips on weaving with linen. We also report on some of the recent linen projects around the 
country,from Blackburn to north east Scotland. Deborah White tells the story of restoring a majestic and 
complex linen broadloom; a unique relic of Northern Ireland’s linen industry. Alison Morton’s legacy as a 
linen weaver is explored by Jacy Wall. Interestingly, Alison was introduced to linen by a talk given by Rita 
Acton at the Meirionnydd Guild, which Alison had helped to found. The issue also contains the usual 
sections such as Guild Highlights, Book and Exhibition Reviews, Notebook etc. 
 

The Journal is produced for the Association by a committee of volunteers, as it has been for 70 years and 
this helps us to keep costs down so that The Journal remains very reasonably priced. We always try to do 
our best, but please remember that this isn’t our full-time job and we can’t always respond immediately. 
With our current system, online subscriptions and sales have to be processed manually, so there will be a 
delay even if you have ordered a digital copy of the Journal. We hope this process will improve later this 
year with the website development now in progress, but bear with us and we will get back to you as soon 
as we can.  
The Journal Committee is looking for additional members. There are a range of roles available, editorial 
and administrative. We will continue to hold most committee meetings on Zoom, but hope to meet in 
London for one meeting per year. Travel and other essential expenses are reimbursed. Do think about 
joining the team and sharing your skills to help produce our  high quality, informative publication. 
 
please contact me, Hilary Miller chair@journalwsd.org.uk 

Have you ever wanted to witness the linen 
harvest with your own eyes?  

Taking place on an as-yet undetermined date, 
the Linen Harvest Slow TV experience will be 
from dawn to dusk. Expect a slower pace of 
documenting that transports you to the flax fields 
as you watch the linen harvest as it is happening. 
There is no editing, commentary or staged filming 
but the natural happenings of the harvest.  
 
The date of the Slow TV event can only be 
predicted a few days ahead of the harvest of the 
flax crop at The Linen Project. Nature defines the 
harvest and cannot be hurried. We will follow the 
flax crop during the month of July 2022 to 
monitor when it is ready to harvest and for the 
Slow TV event to document the process.  
 
Find more information on the Selvedge website.  

From a member 
I took the role of observer for the Online Guild at 
Saturday’s AGM.  
I want to thank all involved on all the committees 
and groups for the phenomenal amount of work 
done on behalf of members. 
I was in awe as the meeting went on and I began to 
absorb and understand the attention to detail 
which goes in to the Association’s achievements. 
The patience shown in explaining the complexity of 
some of the tasks, the good humour in the face of 
the enormous ambition of what has been and 
continues to be undertaken and the high standards 
of how the Association is run are all worthy of loud 
applause and much gratitude. 
 
Best wishes to all involved. 
Rita Corbett 
Dumfries and Online Guild 
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Speakers List Update  
 

We have a new entry on the Speaker’s List: Susan 
and Elizabeth Cranmer.  
 
The sisters come recommended by the Norwich 
Guild who enjoyed a number of workshops and 
talks from them, delivered both face-to-face and 
over Zoom. Susan was a teacher and Elizabeth is 
a textile artist and they bring those skills 
together to share what they do which includes, 
amongst other things, an alternative history of 
spinning, weaving & dyeing, back-strap weaving 
and distaff for both flax and wool as well as 
wheels and spindles.  
 
Check out their entry in the online Speaker’s List 
or the revised printable version of the list for all 
the details.  
 
The latest, searchable Speakers List can be found 
online at https://www.wsd.org.uk/speakers-list 
using your Guild’s login or if you prefer the print-
based/fully searchable PDF version it can still be 
found, without any password, on the WIP at 
https://wipagwsd.wordpress.com/contents/
speakers-list. If you have any problems, then 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me. 
 
Matty Smith 
speakerslist@wsd.org.uk  

Contact 
 
If you have an item for inclusion in the next monthly newsletter, please sent to: newsletter@wsd.org.uk. All news 
received by 20th of each month will be considered for that month’s edition. 
 
Association Website: https://www.wsd.org.uk/ Web Information Point (WIP): https://wipagwsd.wordpress.com/ 
 
If you have an event/exhibition for inclusion in the next issue of The Journal, check page 3 of the Journal for print 
deadlines and send to: diary@journalwsd.org.uk  If you miss the deadline your copy could still be included in the 
Diary on the Journal website. 

Museum of Carpet Kidderminster marks 10th 
birthday with an exhibition on historical and 
contemporary carpets  
 

The Museum of Carpet’s 2022 summer exhibition 
‘Magnificent Design’ will feature historic carpets from 
the Museum collection, pieces by contemporary 
carpet designers and textile work from emerging 
talented textile graduates from Birmingham City 
University.  
 

Commemorating the Museum of Carpet’s 10th 
birthday, the exhibition will celebrate the foresight 
and achievements of those who were instrumental in 
its creation.  
 

Sue Hetherington, Museum Manager said, 
We are very proud of our collection of magnificent 
carpets from the past and excited to work with our 
partners in today’s carpet industry to show off what 
can be achieved today. By connecting with recent 
textile design graduates we are inspired to embrace 
new ideas. This exhibition will be a celebration of the 
past and an expression of our hopes for the future. 
 

Alongside the exhibition, the Museum of Carpet is 
running a program of events across the summer to 
encourage visitors of all ages to engage with local 
history, art, industry and textiles. The highlight of the 
Museum events programme is an illustrated talk with 
celebrated textile designer Margo Selby, exploring the 
relationship between man and machine, and hand and 
industry.  
The exhibition Magnificent Design runs from 2nd July 

to 3rd September, and is included in a standard 

museum entry ticket. Visitor tickets can be booked via 

the website.  
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