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News from The Chair 

A few weeks ago I made a trip to Leigh Spinners 
Mill to see the venue for our next National 
Exhibition.  The mill volunteers are turning what 
was a large mill space that had been used for 
spinning cotton, into a thriving community and 
business hub. See their website 
www.leighspinnersmill.co.uk 

I live in south east England and Leigh is a bit of a 
way away, but a train from Euston to 
Manchester Piccadilly and a number 34 bus from 
Manchester Piccadilly Gardens to Sanderscroft 
bus stop took me almost to the door of the mill.  
The return journey was just as easy.   

The conversion of what must have been a huge 
space over six floors is inspirational.  Driven by 
Peter Rowlinson and a team of volunteers, the 
mill has been divided into numerous spaces with 
cafes and plenty of toilets.  The Exhibition will be 
on the fourth floor, but please don’t be put off as 
there is a lift. I found the stairs do-able, 
particularly as there is a cafe on the second floor 
for a stop-off point. 

The exhibition space is a nice square area, we 
may well be only the second organisation to use 
it.  Do leave time when you visit the exhibition to 
have a look round the other outlets that are 
open in the mill,  in particular the Engine room.   

I fell in love with the space of the Engine Room 
and the idea that the two steam engines 
powered so much spinning machinery.  You will 
have to visit the Leigh Spinners Mill website to 
see how amazing it is, or visit and see in person. 

The visitors car park is very close to the entrance, 
which is not at all grand, but is the one the 
workers must have used.  I am a great believer in 
using your imagination.  Close your eyes and you 
can almost hear the noise of the machinery, the 
chatter and the footsteps. 

 

As so many of us use our mobile phones to take 
photos, there will be no catalogue this time. 
However, there will be a list of all the items, and the 
displays will all be labelled, with the who and the 
what. Do please remember that your photos are for 
personal use only. 

For further information please see the AGWSD 
website www.wsd.org.uk 

And do visit, it is an inspirational space for what it 
was and for what it is becoming now.  

Janet Crowther 

AGWSD National Exhibition  
“Coal, Cotton, Canals”  

3rd to 18th September 2022  

 
 
 
 
 

Leigh Spinners Mill, Park Lane, Leigh 
Lancashire WN7 2LB 

 
Exhibition Gallery on 4th Floor 
Open every day 10am to 4pm  

 

Please feel free to contact me, Janet Crowther, chair@wsd.org.uk 

“Leigh Spinners Mill is one of the most 
important mill complexes in the UK and has 
been described as the finest late era mill in 
the UK. It is almost unique in being an intact 
double mill, complete with engine houses, a 
mill lodge and chimney.” 
Leigh Buildings Preservation Trust 

http://www.leighspinnersmill.co.uk
http://www.wsd.org.uk
mailto:chair@wsd.org.uk


The AGWSD National Exhibition,  

'Coal, Cotton and Canals' 
Leigh Spinners Mill 
3 September - 18 September 2022  
 

Firstly, fill in Form E   
Form E is the payment record of the Hanging Fees for the Selected and the Open Sections.  The form can 
be scanned/photographed and sent by email once the hanging fees have been paid by BACS.   
Please email this form to exhibition@wsd.org.uk to arrive no later than 31st July 2022  

 
Sending selected items  
Fill in Form C: List to Accompany the Selected Items  
This form helps us keep track of the selected items and is vital for returning them. One form is required 
for each parcel sent.  
The selected items are to be sent to A. Martin to arrive between 15 to 19 August 2022.    
  

Sending the rings  
Fill in Form D: List of Rings for the Open Section  
This form helps us keep track of where all the rings have come from so all rings in the parcel need to be 
listed on the sheet.  
The rings are to be sent to J. White to arrive between 15 to 19 August 2022.    
  
 

Volunteers  
Volunteers are still needed for the exhibition.  
Across the time of the exhibition, we need someone to organise the volunteers.   
  
Our beautifully created items in the exhibition must be looked after so we need volunteers to steward 
each day of the exhibition between 3 September and 18 September 2022. If you can steward for a 
morning, an afternoon or all day that would be helpful and more than one day would be very useful 
indeed!   
  
There will be space for you to sit and spin or weave or knit, people love to see how things are made.  
Any help would be very much appreciated.  
Please contact Jane White exhibition@wsd.org.uk  
 

Stuart Groom Memorial Library: Gift from Alison Morton Book Collection 
 
Many members will be aware of the work of Alison Morton, weaver, who was an expert in spinning flax to 
create linen products. Alison passed away last year sadly and donated all her books and equipment to the 
Theo Moorman Trust. The trustees heard about the Stuart Groom Memorial Library and asked if we 
would like some of her books. We were pleased to have books gifted to us. Each book has a name plate so 
we will remember the contribution she made to our crafts. 
Work on cataloguing the books is continuing and we expect completion of this process in the next month. 
Once we are ready to open the library, we will post details of the library operation through this newsletter 
and through the WIP. Guild members will be invited to apply for library cards. Watch this space. 
 
Janet Maher, Vice-Chair AGWSD 

mailto:exhibition@wsd.org.uk
mailto:exhibition@wsd.org.uk


Focus on…..the Northern Guilds 
 
At the time of printing, York Guild will have attended the following event which sounds really 
interesting. 
 

York Guild writes….. 
Our hosts, The Yorkshire Farming Museum, Murton Park, York, are celebrating their 40th anniversary on 
June 25 & 26 2022. York Guild are part of the celebration and they have invited their neighbouring 
Guilds: Lincoln, Hallam, Bradford, Craven and Durham to join them.  
We hope to have a novices have-a-go section, demonstration by York Learning in support of their craft 
courses, plus our own demonstration and show of work. 
We hope some of you made it to the farming museum. 
 

Hallamshire at Seventy 
The Hallamshire & District Guild was founded in September 1951 by a small group of weavers in 
Sheffield. Now we have over 50 members; weavers, spinners and dyers from Sheffield, South and West 
Yorkshire and North Derbyshire. We meet once a month on a Sunday, in a community centre in the 
south of the city, where we have the luxury of a cupboard for our library and meeting equipment. 
Numbers and focus have fluctuated over the years. We are currently fairly evenly split between our 
three crafts with many members indulging in more than one. Once the shock of strict pandemic 
lockdown had subsided and we were really missing one another we adapted our activities to Zoom, 
attracting up to 20 members to join in spinning or weaving demos, showing our lockdown work and 
enjoying distant speakers (without travel expenses!). A bonus was to catch up with an ex-member who 
moved to weave on Mull a few years ago. 
Our 70th anniversary occurred just as things were opening up again last September, so we congratulated 
ourselves and ate cake. However it didn’t feel like the right time to have a big celebration, we saved it 
for the beginning of April when we held  an open day. Members put a great effort into distributing flyers, 
publicising on social media, inviting other guilds, friends and family. We even had a two page spread in 
the local newspaper. 
On the day we had an exhibition of work, demonstrations of weaving and spinning, including a great 
wheel. A number of simple activities were available to try and our “identify the fibre challenge” had 
people puzzled as usual. We had many more visitors than on any previous open day, with a real buzz 
throughout the hall. And another cake! 
I’m sure our activities are mirrored by other guilds; talks, demonstrations, sharing skills, showing our 
work and getting support when we are stuck. We have an annual guild challenge and for a few years an 
Advent challenge to fill up that quiet period (?) before Christmas. We are by no means confined to our 
hall, we get out and about when invited to local fairs, farms, groups, schools and historic sites. As these 
community activities are starting again we look forward to being a vibrant crafty presence in the area for 
at least another 70 years. 
 

Cheshire Guild had their Friendship Day on 21 May at Frodsham Community Centre  

 

Leek & District Guild have enjoyed a year of mostly in-house speakers and workshops, with weaving, 

felting, spinning first principles and art yarns and shibori dyeing. Twice a year the Guild has an outside 

speaker and workshop and this year Leek have welcomed Amanda Hannaford with Silk Dyeing and Rosie 

Green with Saori Weaving.  

Our members will be present as stewards at the National Exhibition at Leigh Spinners Mill in September 

and come December have  great time decorating their Christmas tree with suitable crafts in Bradnop 

Church as well as a Project 22 Exhibition in The Foxlowe Gallery in Leek. 



North Cheshire have had an upside-down year so far. With an average of 6 speakers/workshops per year 

and 5 members days to plan, Covid has had a lot to answer for. Having got used to zoom workshops and 
speakers in the previous year, we had to settle for that again at the beginning of 2022. However after 
jiggling our speakers around on different months, factoring in  members days and workshops not 
happening due to the not insignificant matter of the programme secretary having a new hip and no 
transport options; we were still able to offer members a programme.  
In particular, the members enjoyed a talk on Ikat weaving from around the world with Erica Just; Natural 
Dyeing carried out by Judy Hardman; Fleece sorting with the help of members and Val Bryant and in the 
next few months will look forward to workshops on rigid heddle weaving (Alison Dakin) and Soft Basketry 
(Averil Otiv).  
In 2022 we welcomed our 50th member and marked the occasion with a small gift for everyone. We look 
forward to enjoying an  early shared Christmas lunch in November as our December meeting day always 
coincides with the Christmas Festivities.  
We will of course be present stewarding at the National Exhibition in September. 
 
Thanks to everyone in the North Area who sent these snippets of interest. 

Ann Martin  

Northern Area Link north@wsd.org.uk 

 

From the Journal 
 

Issue 282: Summer 2022 - The Linen Issue 
The flax and linen themed summer issue has proved very popular, but there are still copies available to 
buy from the website. 
 

In the next issue - Autumn 2022: 
The autumn issue is due to be published in late August and includes one further linen article which we 
just couldn’t fit into the summer issue. It looks at how the Old Bleach Linen Company in Northern Ireland 
tried, ultimately unsuccessfully, to stem the decline in the industry through innovation. Eleanor Burkett 
writes about Japanese paper yarns and fabrics, once widely used but now designated as an Important 
Intangible Cultural Property. Two articles look at traditional handweaving in India - Jamakalam rugs and 
cotton khadi cloth. For a low-tech approach, there are two articles about spindle and stick spinning 
including how to make a spindle. For dyers, Jan Richardson has an unconventional suggestion - try using 
hair dyes on fleece. Heather Galindo explains how she went about developing a comprehensive dye 
reference set displayed on popsicle (lolly sticks). They look wonderful but the purpose is to provide the 
basis for consistent dye results.  
Also included is Jennie Parry’s appreciation of Hilary Turner, a major figure in the Association over many 
years. There are reports on the Association AGM and the Guild Gathering at Worcester as well as the 
usual sections such as Notebook, Exhibition Reviews, Book Reviews and Guild Highlights. 
 
If you are planning to visit the National Exhibition at Leigh Spinners Mill (3 - 18 September 2022) you may 
like to reread Dot Seddon’s article in the Autumn 2020 issue: A Barefoot Aristocrat, about her father who 
worked in a cotton mill in Leigh from the age of 12. It provides a background to the life of workers in the 
local mills in the early twentieth century. 
 

Vacancies on the JEC 

We still have vacancies on the Journal Editorial Committee. Do get in touch if you think you could 
contribute to the work of the committee: Hilary Miller chair@journalwsd.org.uk 

mailto:north@wsd.org.uk
mailto:chair@journalwsd.org.uk


From Jennie Parry 
Jane Deane has been awarded an Associateship 
with the Society of Dyers and Colourists (SDC), 
making her the second natural dyer to join this 
international organisation.  
Minimising her environmental impact in her 
practice is a priority for Jane, who is a Pledged 
Green Maker with MAKE Southwest’s Green 
Maker Initiative. Her inclusion in the SDC 
represents a step towards more sustainable 
practice within the dyeing and colouring 
community.  

Contact 

If you have an item for inclusion in the next monthly newsletter, please sent to: newsletter@wsd.org.uk. 
All news received by 20th of each month will be considered for that month’s edition. 
If you have an event/exhibition for inclusion in the next issue of The Journal, check page 3 of the Journal 
for print deadlines and send to: diary@journalwsd.org.uk  If you miss the deadline your copy could still 
be included in the Diary on the Journal website. 
Association Website: https://www.wsd.org.uk/  
Web Information Point (WIP): https://wipagwsd.wordpress.com/ 

Queen Elizabeth Scholarship Trust open for 
applications  
We are delighted to announce that the Queen 
Elizabeth Scholarship Trust will be accepting new 
applications for funding between 11 July and 15 
August 2021. Talented and aspiring makers and 
craftspeople can apply for up to £18,000 to further 
their education through traditional college courses, 
vocational training, apprenticeships or one-to-one 
training with master craftsmen. For further details and 
to apply please visit www.qest.org.uk/apply. Deadline 
for applications is 5pm, Monday 15 August.  

 

 

An invitation from the London Guild 
A free afternoon of weaving, spinning and dyeing, plus a workshop on natural dyeing on the 13th August 
at 2.00 to 4.00 pm. Come along to the Carmelita Centre in Vauxhall to find out more about Spinning, 
Weaving and Dyeing fibres with the London Guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers. You will be able to have 
a go at weaving on a loom or a tapestry loom, spinning on a drop spindle or bring your own jam jar to have 
a go at solar dyeing  
In addition we are holding a 1 hour workshop costing £5 from 2.30 - 3.30 pm to learn how to extract col-
our from two locally available and sustainable plants. 
Reserve your free tickets or purchase the dye workshop ticket at 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-free-afternoon-of-weaving-spinning-dyeing-tickets-385135870757 

mailto:newsletter@wsd.org.uk
mailto:diary@thejournalwsd.org.uk
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